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The majerity of the Fort Boclling Investigating
Committee reported yesterdsy in pointed aod forci-
ble condemnation of the sale of the Military R:-
serve i question, and of the conduct of the Seere-
tary of War and his Commirsioners in makiog that
sale, in disregard or defiance of the opinions of all
the Military officers whose advice should have been
taken on the subject and of the laws of the laud.
The Report is signed by John U, Pettit of Indisna,
Justin 8, Mortill of Vermont, and Issac N. Morris
of llinois. It is quite elsborate, coveriog 103
Iarge pages of munuseript, is moderate in tone and
, fully analyzes the testimony taken before
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Advertisements for Tk Wraxry Tiinese of this
week must be handed in early to-day. Price, 91 &
Moo,

The mails for Earope by the Royal Mail steam-

sbip Africa, will close to-dny at 14 o'clock.
—_————

Our latest advicex from Washington give prowise
that the nine-lived cat Lecompton will be killed
agsin io the House to-day. Whether, should such
be ber fute, she will stay dead any better than
foiwer'y, is doubtful; but we do not see by what
pailisentsry juggle she can be agaio resuscitated.
Had & molion to lay on the table been interposed
at the earlieet moment after English introduced his
contzivauce, it would, we think, have been finished
loet week.

The dcbate in the Senate yesterday did good
execulion on the juggle. Mr, Crittenden surpassed
bis former «florts, and the Republican Senators
were most foreible. Mr. Hunter fully admitted
that Lecon pton was mot to be submittad by this
English project—that nothiog like thia was iatended.
The Lond * proposition” was alome submitted.
Mr. Green confirmed 11is stutement. After this, no
sincere sdvocste of Popular SBovereignty ean vote
for that coutiivance. We shall probably know lhow

wauy preterders have rold out by to-night.
FIRSEEES

In Congrees yesterdny, the SeNATE discussed
the report of the Kansas Confercunce Commities,
but adjourned without cowiog to a vote. Me
Crittendsu charactorized this substitute for the bill
adopted by the House oy in the nature of a bribe,
ard urged the Seonte todo justice without becom-
ing seetionnl.  Mr. Hunter followed.  He affi rined
that to keep Kaneas in a territorial condition for
three or four yenrs would be to create a truee,
which might be improved into a permanent treaty
of peace as regurds this distiacting question,
Messrs. Collamer, Hale and Wade made opposition
speechee, and Mr. Green spoke in fuvor of the bill
in a mant er which ealled up Mr. Crttenden, with
whom & ehirmish took place, in which the Senator
from Missouti was worsted,  Both Mr Green and
Mr. Hupter sfiirmed that the pew measure did not
submit the Constitution to the people. A motion
by Mr. Seward to adjourn was voted down, but
anotber from the same quarter to make the subject
the epecial order for to-day prevailed, and the Sen-
ate adjourned.

To the Houvsk, reports from the Fort Snelling
Committee were made and eet down as the special
order for May 15, Mr, Hughes of Indiana asked
leave to offer a resolution, censuring Mr. Spioner
for attemptivg on Mcnday to introduce a preamble
ard reso’ution proposing n Select Committee of five
to irquire inte the circumstances attending the
entry by Messrs. Bright, Foley and English of six
thousand scres of land at the Council Blufls Land
Office.  After a heated discussior, the whole subject
was tabled. The House adopted a resolution,
mwaking it in order for the Commmittee of the Whole
to take & 1ecees till 7 o'clock p. m., the evening
session to be devoted to general debate. In Com-
mitteo the bill granting peusions to soldiers of the

war of 1512 was debated.
— e

We have two weeks' Iater news from California
by the arrival of the Moses Taylor, which brings
the mails of April 5 and §1,456,565 in gold. The
case of the fugitive slave Archy eentinued to occu-
PY public attention, and new proceedings had been
commenced for bis subjugatiop. Inthe mining dis-
tricts, as well as in other parts of the State, sesson-
able rains had alleviated the prevailing drouth.
Great excitement had beon occasioned in San Fran-

cisco by the withdrawal of the opposition line of

steamers. Keports of mines in Washington Terri-
tory and Vancouver's Ialand had produced & rabid
gold fever in those localitics. From Nicaragua we
Joarn the ratification of the Caass-Yrissarri treaty,
|h-in¢||umlmautyw all Americans, and per-
mitting United States troops to be placed on the
Tragsit. The couvention of the United States

the Committee, and gives s connected history of
the Fort Snelling sale. The parallel of that sale,
we are confident, esnnot be found in the history of
our Government. The Report clearly establishes
these positione:

1. This Reservation is still needed for Military
purposes, and therefore should uot have been sold
st ull. The Military authorities whose views should
beve controlled this matter were not even con-
sulted.

2, 1t wee sold far below ite valuc,

3. It was surreptitionsly aod unfairly sold, none
but thore cont ected with or berefited by the trans-
wetion beiog sllowed to kuow that the laud wad in
market,

4. Ttwae sold in o lump—soma Seven to Ten
Theusand screa—when the lnws furbil anch sale,
requitivg aeurvey of all ablic Lands into sections,
and their sale in legal subdivisions of sectinns,

5. It was sold mainly on eredit, contrary to law,
which requires all Public Lands to be sold for cash
only.

6. By the contract of nle, u deed is to be given
fir this tract ou the paymwent of the first install-
ment of the purchase-money, without even re quir-
ing n mortgage, while the laws furbid the issuing of
a deed or putent for publie lsnds sold until the eq-
tire price eLinll have been paid.

We ehall recur to and print portions of this Re-
port to-morrow. Meantime, we ask alteution to
the synopeia of the sccompanying testimony which
fullows, and to the remarksble saweariog of Mr.
Richard Schell, whose evidence, with that of the
Hon, Robert Bmith, appears on auother puge.

The sule by the present Sscretaiy of Wer of
Furt Snelling, including the reservation of eight or
ten thousand acres of valuable land lying between
the rivers Missiesippi and Minnesotn at their juue.
tion, six miles above the city of St. Paul and about
the same distance below the Falls of St. Authony,
has very naturally excited general comment and
aroused much indiguation.  An investigation of the
origin avd character of this sale was ordered by the
Houee early in Januiry, and a fair Committee (two
Adwivistration men, two Republicans, one Douglas
Democrat) appointed by Speaker Orr to make it
That Committee took testimony at intervals through-
cut the first three months of this year, and this
testimony has been reported by them in a volume
of 365 puges, pungent extrascts from which are
given on another page of this sheet, Thoss ex-
tructs—being the evidence of the Hon. Robert
Smuth of Dlinois, who formally demanded the in-
vestization, aud of the Hono. Lickard Schell of this
eity, who was one of the silent partoera in the pur-
chase—will serve to give shrewd and careful resd-
ora a pretty clear idea of the nature of the transac-
tion. Let us endeavor to present in order its most
promivent fentures, viz:

]. Atthe last session of Congress, at the very
cloge of the session, on amendment was foisted into
one of the General Appropriation bills authorizing
the Secretery of War to ecll such of the U, 8, Mili-
tary Reservations ag were no longer required for
Military purposes. Thisamesdment, though moved
in the Senate by Mr. Weller of California, was
prompted (us Mr. R himself testifies) by Mr. Rice,
then i egate (now U, 8, Senntor elact) from Min-
nesots, with n special eye to the sale of the Fort
Suelling reservation.

2. This smendment was received with distrast by
Senaters, who inguired—**Tlow are these lands to
she gold " Mr. Weller promptly and confideutly
snewered, At public sale,”  This quisted all
opposition, sud  the swmendment was adopted.
I'tebably Jess than Lialf the Seuate, and hardly a
Member of the House, were aware of its existence,
Notbirg was said of the matter in the newspapers;
aud, s0 far as can be ascertaived, not twenty people
in all were nware that the sale of this Reserve was
contemplated, unti] the fact transpired, about mid-
summer, that it had been privately sold by the
Secretary threughthe ageney of two Commissioners
of his appointment, to Mr. Franklin Steele, whobad
lovg been Army suttler at that Port, snd claimed to
own certain buildirgs there. There was no adver-
tisewent, no public announcement that this Reserve
was for sale, until after it bad been actually sold;
and the three or four persons who suspected, or
guessed, or had hesrd rumors, that it might be put
in market, were unable to learn that any such sale
wes going forward, The Hon, Robert Smith testi-
fiee that he wrvte the Secretary from Minnesota in
April, stuting that he desired to know if, when and
how this Rererve was to be sold, desiring to bid for
apurt of it.  This letter was never acknowledged
n apy woy; when he sgain wrote (July 2), he
received an snewer (dated 21et) informing hiun that
the eserve bad beensold,

4, Mr. John B. Floyd of Virgivia became Secre-
tary of War on the 4th or 5th of March, 1557 —di-
rectly after the passsge of the Rice-amendmeat
afurvesid. Though then a novice st Washingtoo,
he seems to have been very early posted up with
regard to this Rise.amendment and its bearing on
the Vort Snelling reserve. Dr. Arch. Graham of
Lexington, Va. (but who appears to be quite st
bome in Washington), testitics that he called on
Secretary Ployd (an old friend ) in April, 1557, told
Mr. F. he was goiog to Minpesota to make invest-
wents, sud would like anything to do ia that quarter
that would pay bis expenses. **He told me he bad
* pothing, unless I took the ageney of some old
* forts that Congress had directed the sale of. He
* meutivied Yort Snelling and Fort Ripley.”
[Congress bad * directed " the sale of no forts, but
ouly that such as were no longer needed for Muli-
tary purposes wmight be sold.] Dr. Grabam in-
wardly decided that be should prefer to go into this
business ax a purchaser; so he told Secretary
Floyd he would think of the matter, and in due
time wrote the Secretary a note declining the
sgency, and went to Minnesota to buy the Fort

Boellirg tract, vot to sell it. There ho figured ae
tee agent or Mﬂdwnu.hhc-
Metber, Mr. Richard aad Mrs. Richard Schell
(which doesn't mean Mr. Augustus) of this city,
acd was secretly s partaer with Mr. Frankin
Steele in buying the property—the Commissioners
now swearirg that they didn't know him in thal ea-
pacity, nor suppose anybody bnt Fraoklin Steele
concerned in the purchase, Mr. Becretary Floyd
also knew nobody ms concerned in the pur-
chase but Franklin Steele. We say Mrs. Richard
Schell doesn't mean Mr. Augustus Schell, because
both the Mr. Behells eo testify; but it appars that
Mr. Auguetus Schell legt Mre. Richard Schell
£5,000 of the mouey put iato tkis operation, and
has not yet got it back, thongh Mrs. Riehard Schel
in attested by her husband to be worth $100,000.
Ard Dr. Areb, Graham, who waa going up to Min-
nesota to speculate io lande befure he ever hoard of
Fort Snelling or had any relations with Mather and
the Sctellr, appeara not to have put one dollar into
this por nuythirg e'ss. Tt doean't look 8a though
he hnd snything to put in. Franklin Steele hss
paid in 10,000, Mather snd the Schells $20,000,
but Dr. Graham jnst nothing at all except hia ser-
vices, for which he is to have §5 000 a year, aod is
“igt in" for one-twenty-seventh of the purchase.

4. Mr. Secretary Floyd, coming green into ths
War Department on the 4th or 5th of March, was
furmally spplied to by Delegate Itice on the 7th of
Apiil following. [n his letter, Mr. Rice says:
o Fort Smlling vill probably be required as a depot,
« grd with it eay forty neres of the present reeer-
“ vation.”  Yet, green as Mr. Floyd weas in Army
matters, ba never applied to Gen. Scott, Com-
wander-in Chief, nor to Gan, Persifor F. Smith,
commandirg in that aolitary éivision, to ascertain
whetler thia recerve could now be given up, and,
if 1ot oll, how much of it,  He did submit ths
wnatter 1o Quartermaster Geveral Jesup, but when
doen not sppesr, sa b8 letter of spplication is not
given, s1d Gen. Jesup's responuse appears without
date, Gen, Jesup's snswer, however, ought to
have arrested the sale at once, He says:

“ If the troops are to ba kept as much as poasibla
concentrated at central poicts, where they can be
cheaply supplicd when not in the field, then there is
no place near the Northern frontier 5o suitable as Fort
Suelling. * * = Ifthi=policy is to be adoptsd, and
it certainly is the true policy, not a foot of the site of
Fort Snellicg can be spared, without wenkening the
deferee of the frontier.”

lu the face of this opivion, and without consult-
ing avy other military authority, the six-weeks-old
Secretary pushed on the sale!

5. Some time in April, Maj. Seth Eastman of
the Arwy, an ol crony of Steele's, was sent out by
Secretary Floyd to survey the Fort Snelling Re-
gerve into furly-acre lots, with ouly verbul orders.
Ou tle 25th of May, Msj. Eastman and William
Kirg Heiskell, a neighbor in Virginia, and apecial
political and personal ally of Sacretary Floyd, were
appeinted by him Commissioners, at $5 per day
avd expenses, to go out to Minnesota and sell the
Fort Suelling Reserve. Dr. Arch, Girsham was
already on the grousd, sa was Maj. Eastman in his
capaeity of Surveyor. Franklin Steele was living
there, where Lo had lived for many vears as sutler.
To wake the witeh-broth * #lab and good,” Mr,
Julm €. Mather wes sbout thistime sppointed by
Becretury Flogd a Cowmmiss’oner to go ont to
Minnesots (at $5 s day and expenses) snd there
exumipe and report on the Fort Ripley reserva-
tion, He did so, having arranged with the Schells
snd with Dr. Graham to dip into Fort Soelling if
thst should seem * right.” So the 1at of June or
thereabouts found the whole party, except Secre-
tary Floyd and the Sehells, at or sbout Fort
Snelling.

6. The Commissioners, Eastmau and Heiskell,
wore sppeinted st Washington on the 25th of May
last; on the 6th of June—eleven duys thereafter—
they had executed at Fort Snelling the gale of the
whole Regerve to Fraukln Steele for &90,000—
one third to be paid on the 10th of July following;
+ the balauce in two eq»al annual payments there-
“gfler.”  * Possession to be given as aoon as the
¢ Keeretury of War sandispense with it for military
i purpases, and a deed given when the first pay-
“ ment aforesaid is made, nnd sutisfactory security
¢ fur the deferred pryments given.”” The annalsof
the Government may be safely challenged for the
peoduction of another instance in which a valuable
estate was deeded awsy upon the psyment of one-
thitd of the purchase worey, without even requir-
irg a mortgage for the balance due. The deferred
poywents are not even on interest, atd, though
M+j Eastman was sent out expreasly to survey the
tract into foriy ncre lots, he appears not even to
have completed the survey at sll [he says in his
teetimony it was ** neatly completed when he re-
« eeived instructions ss Commissioner™] but iu
the contract of sale it is said to be ** abuut seven
« thousspd acres.” Good judges testify that the
area is from cight to ten thousand seres, Msj.
Enstmen testifies plumply that « the land is not se-
cured to him [Steele] until it has been paid for,
“except by cottract’—the exact coutrary being
stipulsted in the contract, signed by Masj. Eastman.

=, That there should be all manner of loose tes.
timony ns to the value of a property o mysteriously
scld, is nlmost n matter of course. Men were
brought forwanl to swear it down to 55,000,
while equally good judges swore it up 1o F400,000,
SRome gwore the poil in the average poor—partly
subject to overflow by the rivers; partly sandy and
sterile; while others considered it in the sverage
quite gocd. 'We infer that sume of it is very good,
but that. as & whole, it is not equal to the average
of Minnesots. Some swore it a rare site for a
city; others that it wus worth little or nothing on
that ecore.  1tis very generally agreed among the
witnesses, however, that, if this site bad been open
to rettlement fifteen years ago, the great commereial
city of the Upper Mississippi would have been
located here rather than at 8t. Paul; but the faot
that St, I'anl, St. Authony, Minneapolis, &¢c,
have #o lorg a #tart, is hard to get over. Mr.
Steele, however, testifics that he has begun to lay
out & city on the Reserve, and has sold lots, even in
theio times, st fair town lot prices. Mr. M. B
Hancoek, living in Minpeapolis, and engnged in
buying and losning on lands, testifies that Le econ-
siders this Reserve worth little or nothing now as a
town-site, but worth fully 200,000 for agricultural
purposes. Mr. Steele corroborates this by testify-
ing that be has sold one-twenty-seventh of the Re.
serve for &0,606 in cash or its equivalent, whish is
at the rate of 179,952 for the whole. We presume
£200,000 sbout the fair, honest value of the prop-
erty now, though it might easily have been sold for
#400,000 last Summer. The afhount paid and to
be paid for it, including the real value of the im.
provements which Mr. Steele and others had some
sort of equitable (but not legal) claim to compensa-
tion for, was about $100,680, so that the gouge
perpetrated on the Tressury is just about that
amount.

8. A most significant featura of this business is
the unwillingness of the parties concerned to tell

ﬁmuﬁmﬂqﬁmkmdllﬂ Feort Snelling was

tobesold, Dr, Grabam, indeed, talle us that Secrs-

tary Floyd toid him; but hear the others:

* Question State whance Richard Scheil] Sk
derived tha u':mum?or.m,:u!-unwﬂim
e
' Matine Allect bow [ came ia posssssion
“‘::m' [lm 1 saw g,_m uriug Pierce's sialnls
trati-n, that the Fort was 1o be i - y

This statement is scarcely reeoncilable with re-

corded facts. Rice tried, the year before, to induce
the War Department to sell the Fort Sneliing Re-
serve to Franklin Steele for fifteen dollars an acre,
stating in his letter that the whole reservation,
“including the overflowed lsnde,” contained bul
five thousand scres, making the price $75,000.
Secretary Jeff, Davis very prompty inserted the
following flea in the ears of the confederate specu-

“ Waz DEPARTHINT, WasHineTOn, May 6, 185,
 Bin: [ duly reveived your lattar of the 24ih uitimo, inclosin
an "‘"r"f l&t- ?mﬂ.l.l%r leto purchase the mi Teamive-
thov a2 Fort Snelling at fifeen dollars per scre K
" [ reply, | bave to say that the Tebervation Is still needed for
i Mz, Stevle’s offer caunot, therefors, be ea

mili T , aod
:um m;:;: to you is herwwilh retul
“Viry reepes .‘,TFE‘_‘;.“ obedient servant,

N DAV 13, Searviary of War

" Hew, Ho M. Ricy, House of Representativea”™

The tutbority to sell Fort Suelling was on'y
wormed thr ugh Congress by Mr. Rice in the very
Iast hours of Gen. Pierce's Administration, and then
in terma that made no distinct allusion to that fort.
Nothing waa ever said of it in the newspapers till
the fact transpired that the Recerve had been pri-
vately sold. Yet Mr, Schell, when further pressed,
persists that he ** does not remember,” ‘cannot
“ray," &e., &c., from whom or how he first
learred that Fort Suelling wasto be sold' And
Mr. Joha C. Mather, when pressed in a similar
way, finally respouds:

o1 thirk [ eawit in the laws sent tme, among which was one
anthorizlng the sale of these eervativue

Now, the Session Laws of Congress are very
hard to get—{as we have had ample reasou to know,
sinee we requite su early copy every yearto be
condensed for cur Almanse) for several weeks,
after & seesion closes; thu act (saying nothiog of
Fort Snelling) was not passed till March 3d; and
Dr. Grabsm states that be went to Minnesota to
buy this property fur Mather, the Schells and him-
s¢lf (na he testifies) ** the laat of April, 1857." Of
course, Mr. Mather—misrecollects. But why is
it deemed necessary by Mather and the Schells to
testify after this fashion ! The ‘*white heap yonder"
i# visible to all eyes: but who is the cat it seeks to
If his name is not Juhn B. Floyd, what

.

conceal’
isit?

0, Messrs, Eastman and Heiskell were appointed
ard puid as Commissiozers to sell the Fort Soelling
propetty—of course, to sell it justly for the Gov-
ervment, fairly for the community. It was per-
fectly votorious that there would be eager and wide
competition for this property if it ware known to
be for sale. Though the Hon, Robert Smith's first
letter of inquiry is ignored at the War office, yet
the letters of Jobn (. Sherburne and the Hoa,
Psul Dillingham (ex-M. C. from Vt.) asking to be
allowed a chance to purchase, are there on file.
Mr. D, wiiting from Waterbury Vt, May 1, 57,
tells Seeretary Floyd *“that ke has learsed that
“ sueh lands aud forts as are no longer needed are
st be sold, and it bas oconrred to me that you will
« gell Fort Snellivg, vear where I would lke t)
s laeate,” Mr. D. tells Mr, Floyd that ha **al-
“ woys bas beep, and am yet, a reliabls Demo-
s erut—that he is tired of living in Vermont,
s whete genvine Demceracy is poorly thought of
“ by the great colored paaty who rule, and slways
< will, here.” One would suppose such latters
were worth a response through some idle clerk in
the War Department, but never a word did they
evoke. Mesars, Eastman and Heiskell went about
the business of selling eight or ten thousand acres
of bighly valuable land as though it were the steal-
ing of & sheep—saying nothirg to nobody—never
allowingit to transpire that they were commiasioned
for this purpose—never giving auother person but
Fruikiin Steele aud his cor “ederates a chanee to
male an offer—and selling 1he whole tract in a
lump, within cne week after dr. Heiskell arrived,
for bulf of its worth aud & fourth of what it would
have brought, and giving ove and two years' credit
without interest for two-tLirds of the price!

10. Myj. Enstwan favors the Committes and
“{be rest of menkind " with s definition that

strikes us as a stunner, Hear him '
“ Question 72 Your object was to get 8 good price '
“ Auswer, | presume oo
(Question T Why, thea, did you not sdvertise it, in order to
obtein the best price !
+ Auwwer, beenuso if would not then harve been a private sals,
(11 ], and our chjects might have been defiated "

Mpj. Eastman is of course entitied to 8 leather
wedal for bis improvement in lexicography, but we
eannot accept it.  'We must insi:t that our respect-
ed patrons who advertise their farms, houses, &e,,
in THE TRIBUNE to be sold * st private sale™ are
not idiots.  We don't dispute that this of Fort Scel-
ling was a private sale—very private—the most
private, fur such a property, that we ever heard of
—but, though a more fair and open couree might
bhave spoiled the profit of the trunsaction, we insist
that it would still, so | pg ss the property was not
put up at suction, bave been a private sale to all
creditable intents and purposes.

11. We must close this too long expose, yot a
single touch of Mr. William King Heiskel!, Secre-
tary Floyd's towusman and special envoy, must
not be omitted, Mr, H. testities s follows:

“ Atter the snle wes minde, Mr Bteele remarked that *if we Lal
vloe e wou'd bave climed damages
| resarked to hiom that 1 looked upoa
17 the sale bad been made to suvbody

* sold the land to anyls
¢ from the Governmest.”
he sale shout like this

Celoe, the Block Republicans in Congress wonld have bevs on
* sernpulonus enough to bave given yoiu $30,00 fir your bulldizg

' You sie o Demoerst, it s troe; St for all that the Black R--pu'\:
*licans would bave given {or'. & 30,000 fur your balldlogs,” oo that
1 looked upon the sale as, 1 rality, made for $30,00 or §41,000
mote than the price paned.”

—As neither Mr. Steele nor any one else had any
possible preémption right to any part of this nor
any other subsistirg Heserve (ibe law being ex-
plicit on that point), we submit that Mr. Heiskell's
eagerpess to smuggle away the publie property at
half price from apprebension that the wicked
« Black Republicsvs™ would give a Deamocrat
&00,000 of public money uvjustly, was stretehing
his zeal for the interests of the Goverument entirely
too far for a beggarly §3 per day. Mr. Flojd
should double the dose at once; and if Steele,
Schell & Ce. do the fair thing by the Secretary,
we insist that be asball give Heiskell an extra
thousand out of his dividend. Such watehful and
wary virfue as this of Heiskell—s virtue that
rushes in to swicdle the Government out of £101,-
000, for fear that the ** Black Republicans ™ will
steal and give to a Democrat ouly $50,(W0—is too
sublime to pass unrewarded in these evil days.

F

The ease of the negro Archy, claimed as a fugi.
tive slave, continued to excite great interest in
Californis, and when the steamer left was st
pending before the Commiseioner. Siovall the
claimant, in the original prozesdings, had repre.
sented and bad sworn that he brought Archy from
Mississippi, as bis attendant oa » visit to Califorms
for his health, As this state of facts would cut
him off from 1ecourse to the Fugitive Siavs law,
Stovall slleged, as & basia for the new proceediags,
that Archy, baving committed an assaull with iatent
to kill upon a white man in Mississippi, had ded
from that State, and that afterward the claimant,
being on his way to California, at the crossing of
the Platte, ia tha Terzitory of Nebrasls, came up

with tha fagitive, whom he brought on te Califor-
pis, on bis way back to Mississippi, having 0o
otber way of reachiog that Stats because he was
traveling in company with other parrons o1 their
wsy to Califorsis, and ia the ssme wagon with
them,

Storall beiog threatened with aa indictmant for
perjury, left in the steamer Sonora, aud no soener
was be gope than his brother, who remainad
bebind 1o prosecute the clsim, applied for 8
contipusnee, on the ground that his brother had
gone to Mississippi to obtain documentary evidence
of tha above allegatiovs. The (ommissioner de-
cided, however, to go on and hear the cass before
considering this motion, when it was proved that
the claimant had been for some months a resident
in Californis, himself keeping school and hiring out
Archy. He told vne witzess that he had brought
Archy from Missiseippi a3 8 body servant; snd
when atked if he did not fear that Archy would
lesve him, replied that be had baen s good boy in
Miesisaippi, and though he knew he was free by the
{awa of Californis, he did not think he would leave.
The brother of the elaimant, when put upon the
stand, rou'd not state anjthiog of his own knowl-
edge 88 to Archy's baving run away, but he had
heard so. Aeccording to this witness, he found
Archy in Girardeau County, Missouri. He heard
he waa there, sod went to get him—got him ac-
cordingly, not, bowever, by any suthority from hia
brother, nor by claiming bim as & fugitive slave—
sud having got him, traveled with him through
Konsas to see the country, and at the crossing of
the I'latte met with his brother, then on the way to
Californis.

Tskirg al the allegations of the claimant to be
true, there would not seem to be suy ground ou
which Archy eould be beld as a fugitive slava,
(irsmtirg that be ran awsy from Mississippi, he
wes tot only brought to California by his claimsat,
but was suffered to remain there for months, thus
entirely deing away with the preteuse that he was
brought there i transitw, The idea that he can be
held in conficement while the elsimaot haots up
evidence in Mississippi ia monstrous. The elaim-
ant should have been prepared with his evidence
before making the arrest,

By way of offset to the interest which haa
been exhibited in Archy's liberty, s Mr. War-
field has introduced a bill iuto the Californis
Legislature to prohibit the further immigration
of fiee negrves into the State, and to drive out
those who are already there. This bill authorizea
the seizizg of the free negroes and hiring them out
10 pay the expences of their deportation. It is also
proposed to ioflict & heavy fiue upon anybody who
employs a free negro not licensed to remain in the
State. This bill, however, does not seem to meet
with much favor from the Press. The Bulletin,
while sdvocating the exclusion of negroes ss well as
Chinese for the future, denounces the provisions of
\he bill in relaticn to those already in the State, as
n covert attempt at the introduction of Slavery,
outrageous, mean and contemptible.

The fact has lately been made known that the
old Bosrd of Supervisors, st the close of 1553,
voted 8 gratuity of $200 each to certain reporters
of The N. Y. Herald, N, Y. Tunes, N. Y. Express,
Nores, Courier and Enquirer and Commercial Ad-
vertiser. ‘This sum was given for eervices rendered
to the Common Council by those individuals. No
patticular service was specified, sud no other res-
gon for the grant assigned than that they were
newspuper reporters. The matter, however, was
uot neted upon in the Common Council; a member
of the Iate Board of Councilmen, himself con-
pected with the press, having given notice that he
shou'd resist sud expose the trapsaction. It was
secording'y consummated by the Supervisors, where
tbe refractory Councilman eould not be heard on

the subject, and where oply the sturdy hosesty of

Aderman Blunt was interposed sgainst it. It
seews, however, that Controller Flagg refused to
pay the money; but that the spplicants, with the
reporter of The Herald st their Lead, got the
present Common Council to issert it iato the tax
levs for the present year, in which it went to Al-
bacy sud was approved, w.ih the rest of that re-
marksble document, by the Legislature. We are
Lappy to sdd that Mr. E. W. Davies, a reporter of
The Sum, vu whom the managers of the scheme
hsd propueed to confer s share of the plunder,
cutred big nome to be stricken from the list, feel-
ing that be could not honestly take the mouey.

The cnee basing come to our knowledge, we
biiefly made it publie, with the remark that no re-
porter of T TRIBUNE had & part in this unjusti-
fiab'e gratuty, To this The N, ¥. Times replies
10 ite leading columns, snd The N, Y. Herald in a
letter to the Editor, charging that two employees
of Tue Tiipuse were paid $150 by the same
Cowmen Council * for precisely the same services.”
This is the very opposite of the truth. Two excel-
Jeut short-hand writers were engaged by a special
€owmittes of the late Common Council to take
down the testimony in an investigation, which last.
ed for several days.  This testimeny was duly
written out by tbemsnd published in a Corporation
document of sowe 200 pages.  For that special ser-
viee they were pu'd at the nsual rates forsuch work,
Ly & regular vote of the Comamon Couseil, and wot
by a private gravt jobbed through the Sapervisors.
Of theee two reporters, one only was, at the time,
in the rervice of Tue TRIBUNSE; and we should be
glad to believe that sl young men conpected with
the press specd all their leisure hours as wisely as
be did on this oecasion. But when our cotem
poraries pietend that this is the same sort of ser-
vice us that for which the reporters of The Herald,
Times, Eipress, &e., got $200 apiece, they are
rdulgiog iv a bit of humbug. In the one ease the
parties weore paid for apecific work, publicly per-
formed. charged for in & regulse bill rendered,
ard bavisg nothiog to do with either Tue TRIBUNY
of any otber journal: in the other they receive a
gratuity of $200 each for uothing at all excapt that
bey were the reporters of different newspapers,
sud mny perhaps bave sexved the members of the
Common Couneill in some secret way. Whether
it was a picce of bribery ou the part of the
iste Supervisors sund of the preasent Commoan
Couneil, or whether it was u sort of black-
wall levied by the reporters in yuestion, or
whetker it was 8 bepevoleut gratuity ashed
sud - eccived beeauss they are underpaid by their
employers, is something about which doubt may
be possible. There can be no doubt, however,
that there fellows bave zot $200 each of the publie
money to which they have no just right whatever:
ard we submit that The N. Y. Times and N. V.
Fierald would better as oid their share of the disgrace
by cerrecting their employees than by giving them
the use of their columns for false, abusive and
itrelesant statements respecting Tne TRise N,

“THE N Y. Wrskey Tisow® * * * bas been cut down
o shrt 0o belf s msaimum clrvsiation of & yuer ortwo axc. "
[Heraa

—OQarreadersmus kogw thal wa rarely print aoything

feepectieg cur own busimess, 8ed neve, waleg "
voked, alluds disparagiogly o thet of our neighbon,
Satisfied with, and grateful for the weprecedontad .
culation of cur journsl, we hear with plearurs thaty
gerercus measnre of pstronage is accorded tonay "
our repulabic and decent rivais.  And wo 2ave regmg
to Lelieve that thess good wishes are .
reciproeated. . ey

With The Hrrald the case is different, of coume
That journal has built iteeif up ioto 8 lsrze Advertingy
busioess by systemstically and pervistently libsiing (he
couductors and belitttiog the circuistion of rival Jowr.
oals, It does this, in our case, with & full kwo wisdgy
that ite assartions are falss. Day after day we hayy
challenged Tihe Herald to unite with us in selocting oy
impartial commitioe who shall proceed Lo Asceriain and |
verify the circulation of the two papers i their veversl
regular editiors, and report the rame briefly for pabii.
catiot—the two journals stipulsting beforehand tg .
prict the same disecty under the Editorial hesd
of all their severa! editions for the spwe of
ope week. We pow remew this ¢
with & statement of our conofident beliet that
the circulgtion of Tux Werkir Triscse alons
cxceeds that of The Herald, in ila three rogular
editions, by at least Fifty Thousand copics, wiile the
cireulation of Tix Trint sk in all its regular aditioss
cxceeds that of The Herald in all its regulse editions
by at least One Hondred Theusand coples. We may
be mistsken in this, for we do not know the preciss
circulstion of The Herald ; but we proposs that the
result of the sbove-proposed serutiny shall be sdvee.
tised onoe in each daily paper printed in this City—at
our experse exclasively if our aggregat: Cire slation ;
Joea not exceed that of The Herald by al least Ose
Hendred Thousand as aforesaid. The Herald will do
a4 it sees fit sbout advertisieg the same in €ass our ax=
coas of circulation shall be found to excsed One Han.
dred Thoveard,

Wlhat says the braggart 7 I« there no way of shame
ing Lim futo «osing with this proﬂ’er!
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From Washington.

SPECIAL DISPATCHES TO THE ¥, Y. TRIBUNR,

From Our thon Correapondent. .
WasmseToN, Tuesday, April 27, 1568,

The indications are that Mr. English's bill will be
defeated in the House to-morrow. It was badly
damsged by the debate in the Senate to-day, which
was attentively listened t) by most Anti-Lecompton
members of the House. Messrs. Crittenden, Colla-
mer, Wade snd Hale made brilliaot and effective
specches, which were focbly apswered by Mosars,
(ireen and Huuter.

Meesre. Adrain and Chapmen, who voted yester-
day aguinst postponement, will vote to-morrow
agsinst Mr. Eoglish, 5o will Messrs. Gilmer and
Garnett, who returned from the South to-day, Mr;
Hickman has also returped. Messrs, Cox sad
Lawrence are besitating, but sre expected to vote
against Mr. English, They profesa this evening tob
to have made up their minde.

From a Special Correnpondent. =
WasmiNeToN, Tuesdsy, Apnl 27, 1858,

Mr. Crittenden, in a eonvincing and patriotio
epcech to-day, fully exposed the pointe of coafliob
between the Conferevee bill sad his or the Moat-
gowery amendwent, showing that the former was
based on no priseiple of fairvess or justice, and wes
wholly insdequate to its pretended purpose.

Mr. Hunter wllowed, frankly avowiag that this |

bill, like that of the Senate, affirmed the walidity
afid authority of the Lecompton Constitution, both
ackuowledgirg its binding obligation; but that)if
only submitted the modifieation of the land or-

|

dinanee; that nothing elre was exprossed or intend-
ed. That cendition was that the Stabe should be
dwitted under Lecompton if the people relis-
quished its power to tax Government property,
«ud in consideration for that concession was the
grant for three milions of ncres, Both bills rested
+n the principle fully aud entirely of not recog-
tizing the right to submit the Constitution to the
people, and oo such thing was countempleted; bak
the ordisnnce, and it ouly, was to be submitted sa
mod.fied by the contract.

Tte consistency of bimsell and friende was pre-
scrved in this course, Mr. Green maintained the
some ground afterward.

After Mr. Hunfer's aud Mr. Groen's declara
tion, there will need be no wore humbug about
submission. The latter was the principal author
of the bill, ard sught to know what was designed.
Those who accept it now, must expect o take
** Lecompton pure and simple.” Thus one good
result is prodused. This speech may make &,
diversion in the House. It is enid that Moesare.
Adrain, Chapman, Cox snd Lawrence will return,
Some doubts are felt about Messrs. Shorter and
Stuliwerth following Mr. Quitman soy forther.

The decision io the Califorcin case, involving the
right to quicksilver mives, in the oase of the United
States againat Fossat, has been postponed till Fri-
day. It allows further litigation oo the question
of survey.

Ta the Associated Presa
_ WasHiseros, Tuesday, April 27, 1808,

Dispatches dated the Ytn inst. have been received
at the Navy Department from Capt. Hudson, in com-
mard of the steam-frigate Niagara. 470 miles of
telegraph cable bad coiled in the Nisgars
Agamemnon; each would carry |, 460 miles. C
Hudson writea that he has been received with evary
courtery, and that his officers and men are all well.

47,110 bids were made for carrying the lettings de-
clared yesterday.

A large party of successful bidders for mail coutraots
for the Southern and South-western Stales, to
warched in precession to the President’s snd Postmas-
ter-Gieneral's residences, and e to them the
compliment of & serenade,

-

XXXVth CONGRESS... First Session.

; SENATE....Wasnisarox, April 27,
Nothiog of interest transpired dutivg the first hali-
hoor of the pession.  As hj:rput 122 the report of the
Copferepce Committee came up, whereupon Mr.
CRITTENDEN took the floor. He said that the «for
made by the Conterence substitute is merely equiva-
levt to 8 bribe of public lands to lmptthlmcnm

Corstitution. He then went on {o say that the U
ference substitute is a , maimed subs

n!Ae fur 1?:111 adopted by the House,

fter definipg bis reasons for adhering to
smendment adopted by the House in preference mtt
Conterence sub titute ow offered, he iovitad the
Senate impartially to attempt to do justice without re-
rimiuation. aod without sectional “preferances, Re-
+nig to the geographical position of Kentucky, he
juinted out that her interests are pecaliarly in (,n!'
f maintaciog the Usion, and of the preserv ation
ceraiality among its sectiors. He conciuded with sa
¢aTDEs] lpglll to all parties and sections to
the magu.ticent proportions and destiny of this Ul
which already is recogoized as amoog the
powers, Lut wi'l scon be recognized ulhafm.lﬂ
f we aviid sectional and petty causes of division.

The Seunte was crowded during the delivery of
Mr. Crittenden's speech, and be was listenod to with
g stien)

r. HUN 'a,) replied eeriatim , Ci
tenden s points, To throwpbnck the p.opt: oiu ;&;Et::
irto & Territorial conaition would uce & truce of
three or four years, which truce might be improved
into & peimstent prace, and this di:tracting oestion
pars cut of Federsl politics, thereby giving timete
atterd to the grest objects, moral and political, which
nidress themselves to our attention,

'?’li“(;‘ :.LARER (Vt. made s old-{ashioned Kwne
# Ch.

. Mr. HALE (N. H.) discussed the marits of the Coo-
ference subetiture, saying that by no possibilily ¢ uld
Kansas cowe into the Uan under that su o1
cept as & Slave State, and that the substitute offers 8

i

gln.n,im of five millions for her to come aa a Blave
ste. Mr. Hale then weut into severe comments 08



